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Observations of Comet II,, 1854, made with the Northumberland 
Equatoreal at the Cambridge Observatory . 
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The position of March 29 is very rough, the comet being near setting. 


Assumed Apparent Places of the Stars, 
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The places of the Catalogues are adopted. 

J. Challis. 


Observations of the Comet made at the Observatory of Redhill . 
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Corrected for refraction. 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjoumals.org/ at University of Pennsylvania Library on August 22, 2015 







1854MNRAS..14..175A 


Comet II. 1854. 


175 



Assumed Mean Places 

of the Stars, 1854*0. 
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41 The above observations were taken by noting the times of 
passage for comet and star over two bars at right angles, whose 
inclination to a parallel (x = 44 0 47') was deduced from our ob¬ 
servations of the sun, according to the method explained in the last 
Monthly Notice. 

44 Corrections for hourly motion of the comet while passing 
from one bar to the other were applied, by adding to its R.A. the 
quantity 


and by multiplying the quantity C D for the comet by the addi¬ 
tional factor 


3600 
3600 +1 




where I = hourly motion in R.A., I' in N.P.D., and x = -7-r~v 

“ The hourly motions were taken from an ephemeris computed 
for the purpose from the elements given in the last Notice. The 
perihelion passage is there incorrect from a fault of my own: it 
should have been March 24^ 12742. 

“ N.B. The observation on March 29 was taken at nearly 
87 ° zenith distance. R. C. Carrington. 


** 1854, April 28.” 


Extract of a Letter from Prof Argelander to the Astronomer 
Royal , dated April 7, 1854, accompanying two sets of Ele¬ 
ments , and an Ephemeris of the Comet now visible . 

“ Without doubt you will before this time have found the fine 
comet, which is now visible in the evening twilight. But under 
the uncertainty whether the weather has been sufficiently favour¬ 
able to enable you to obtain a competent number of observations for 
the determination of an orbit, I take the liberty to forward to you 
two sets of elements which have been computed, the first by M. 
Schonfeld, the second by M. Kruger and M. Forster, together with 
an ephemeris based on the latter elements. 5 * 1 The near agreement of 
* A few copies of this ephemeris were printed off and distributed among the 
various observers in the country. 
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